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senting five persons as large as the life, sitting at council
together like a Pentarchy. A void space was left for a
sixth, which was to have been the Qu[een], to whom they
intended that honour : but her M[ajest]y having since fallen
under their displeasure, they have made a shift to crowd in
two better friends in her place, which makes it a complete
Heptarchy.1 This piece is now in the country, reserved till
better times, and hangs in a hall, among the pictures of
Cromwell, Bradshaw, Ireton, and some other predecessors.

1                                must now desire leave to say something to a gentleman,
who has been pleased to publish a discourse against a paper
of mine relating to the convocation.2   He promises to set
me right, without any undue reflections or undecent lan-
guage.   I suppose he means in comparison with others,
who pretend to answer the "Examiner":  So far he is
right; but if he thinks he has behaved himself as becomes
a candid antagonist, I believe he is mistaken.   He says, in
his title-page, my "representations are unfair, and my re-
flections unjust."  And his conclusion is yet more severe,3
wherejie "doubts I and my friends are enraged against the
Dutch, -because they preserved us from Popery and arbitrary
power at the Revolution; and since that time, from being
overrun by the exorbitant power of France, and becoming
a prey to the Pretender."   Because this author seems in
general to write with an honest meaning, I would seriously
put to him the question, whether he thinks I and my friends
are for Popery, arbitrary power, France and the Pretender ?
I omit other instances of smaller moment, which however
do not suit in my opinion with due reflection or decent

J See No. 23, ante, and notes p. 138.   [T. S.]

2                                         "The Case of the Present Convocation Consider'd j In Answer to
the Examiner's Unfair Representation of it, and Unjust Reflections
upon it"   1711,   See note p. 129.   [T. S.]

3                                      "They [the Dutch] have a right to put us in mind, that without
their assistance in 1688, Popery and arbitrary power must, without a
miracle, have over-run us ; and that even since that time, we must have
sunk under the exorbitant power of France, and our Church and Queen
must have been a prey to a Pretender imposed upon us by this ex-
orbitant power, if that tottering commonwealth . . . had not heartily
joined with us. ... But I forget my self, and I doubt, allege those
very things in their favour, for which the ' Examiner' and his friends,
are the most enraged against them" (" The Case," etc., p. 24). [T. S.]